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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 
May 16, 2018 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
Commissioners Present: Ms. Salma Igram, Chair  

Mr. Keith Rippy, Vice Chair  
Mr. Anthony Arrington 
Mr. Leland Freie  
Mr. Esaie Toingar  
Ms. Linda Topinka 
Dr. Ruth White   

 
Staff Present: Ms. Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator 

Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves. 
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner White moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Rippy seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously approved. 
 

V. Closed Session – Discussion of Personnel Matters 
This discussion may be closed pursuant to Iowa Code Sections 21.5(1)(a) and 22.7(11). 
Commissioner Igram, Chair, called for a motion to go into Closed Session. Commissioner Freie 
moved to go into closed session. Commissioner Rippy seconded the motion. A roll call vote was 
taken and the motion carried on a unanimous vote. The Closed Session began at 5:33 p.m. with 
Commissioners Igram, Rippy, Arrington, Freie, Toingar, Topinka and Dr. White present. 
 
Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator, and Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant, did not 
join the closed session portion of the meeting. 

 
Commissioner Rippy moved to return to open session. Commissioner Freie seconded the motion 
and a roll call vote was taken. The motion carried on a unanimous vote and the Commission 
returned to Open Session at 5:43 p.m. 

 
VI. Report from Chair 

Commissioner Igram, Chair, stated she and LaSheila Yates met with the Marion Civil Rights 
Commission (MCRC) Chair and discussed Ms. Yates’ attendance at MCRC meetings. It was 
decided Ms. Yates will attend MCRC meetings quarterly or as needed instead of every month. 
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VII. Committee Reports 
Outreach Committee Liaison 
Commissioner Freie stated the Committee did not meet this month but staff has a list of volunteer 
opportunities for Commissioners at summer outreach events. Commissioner Freie passed around 
the list and asked Commissioners to sign up. 
 
Marion Civil Rights Commission Liaison  
The Marion Liaison was not present to provide a report.  

 
VIII. Director’s Report 

Janet Abejo-Parker, Senior Investigator, stated Investigator Judy Goldberg recently participated in 
a book club with Roosevelt Creative Corridor Business Academy and due to that was invited to 
attend a showcase held at the school. Ms. Abejo-Parker explained Roosevelt Middle School 
recently transitioned to a business academy. Students who live in the district still attend the school 
or have the option to go to a different school while students who don’t live in the district but have 
an interest in business are welcome to attend the academy. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the showcase 
featured presentations from the students highlighting their unique style of learning and explained 
the academies partnership with local businesses. Ms. Abejo-Parker stated through the event 
Investigator Goldberg was able to build a partnership with the school and they have invited us to 
conduct a Know Your Rights presentation for students and they plan to participate in the 2019 
Fair Housing Poster Contest.  
 
Ms. Abejo-Parker stated the interns are gone for the summer and will travel to the Dominican 
Republic through a study abroad program. They will return in the fall for their final year of college 
and their final year working with the Commission. 

 
IX. Adjournment 

Commissioner Freie moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:48 p.m. Commissioner White seconded 
the motion, which was unanimously approved.  

 
Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 


